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3:30pm Welcome and introductions    

3:40 p Roundtable overview : process, members, mandate     

4:05 pm  KTGE group –overview of who we are, what we learned why we wanted to input into the 
strategy, who we speak on behalf of … 

4: 20 pm Green Economy Strategy:  
Strengths, yes! But what else should be there: focus on Transportation and Local Food                    

4:35pm Local Food Store –  overview of work to date with a focus on the joys and challenges of 
supporting local food production and marketing                                                                    

4:50pm Sustainable Antigonish -- overview of work                                                                                

5:05pm REA (Responsible Energy Action) – overview of work                                                                                           

5:15 pm Q&A  -- general discussion                                                                                                         

5:30pm  Thank-you, wrap-up and next steps                                                                                       

Proposed agenda – Oct 3 2014 
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 In partnership with the Ecology Action Centre, with funding from the 
Nova Scotia Rural Communities Foundation and based on the Antigonish 
Movement approach that involved people meeting around kitchen tables 
to learn more about their own economic situation … 

 … the Kitchen Table Green Economics (KTGE) group explored what was 
happening in the world and how to support a local green economy that 
integrates: 

 Livelihoods for families and communities 

 Environmental protection and sustainability 

 Social equity  

From May – September 2014 a group of interested citizens in Antigonish 
worked together to learn about the “green economy”.  
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Six Saturday Workshops: 
 Learning about the Green Economy around the world 
 Starting where we are … mapping the local economy 
 Digging Deeper: Fisheries, Farms & Food 
 Digging Deeper: Forestry & Construction 
 Digging Deeper: Healthcare and Energy 
 Getting there from here – Action Plans  

 
Seven evening or weekend Field Trips:    
 Bethany Gardens Apprentice Project 
 Seabright Gardens 
 Shan Daph Oysters 
 Miller Woodlot, Green Hill, Pictou Co 
 Knoydart Farm 
 Berwick Fire Department 
 Tatamagouche   

What we did … 
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 Carefully designed and skillfully facilitated sessions involving: 

 Assigned pre-readings 

 Small group discussions 

 Presentations & Guest speakers  

 Group activities – mapping, action-planning 

 Reflection & tracking of learning 

 Community activity (garden box) 

 On-line resources: 

 http://ktgeantigonish.wordpress.com/     

 Final Community presentation  

How we learned …  

http://ktgeantigonish.wordpress.com/
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We learned that the green economy is not a separate sector within 
the economy; it is the economy, remade as low-carbon, sustainable 
and equitable.  No one place has yet achieved a full green economy, 
but we studied communities in Canada and around the world that are 
trying out ideas, projects and enterprises that contribute to 
“greening” the economy.    
 

 

A Green Economy is: Low carbon + Resource efficient & sustainable + Socially inclusive 
 

 
What we learned … 
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From the bottom up – communities starting initiatives 
like alternative local currencies, local food and energy 
projects, mobilising consumers, educating the public 
 
From the top down – government policies, “regulatory 
excellence”, corporate initiatives, large-scale 
infrastructure developments 

How does it happen? 
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 Building “from the bottom” on what already exists in 
Antigonish, we decided to address two priority areas 
related to local food: 
 Support for “getting the Town Growing”  

 Building the market for local food producers by encouraging 
institutional food buyers to buy local.   

 

 In order to help address issues at a policy level, the third 
priority involves  responding to the Nova Scotia 
government’s consultation on its draft Greener Economy 
Strategy.   

Three Action points for the KTGE group 
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 GES strengths 

 The vision of a greener economy 

 Includes greening traditional industries not just bringing in new “green 
industries” 

 Brings together strategies and initiatives already in place and organizes 
them within the greener economy framework 

 Helps to focus provincial efforts more effectively 

 But what we have learned through the KTGE project suggests how much 
more the GES could be, and what it misses out … 

The NS approach with EGSPA and the requirement for a GES are progressive, 
unusual, and helpful in setting a vision and goals for the province.  
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 Whole of NS strategy – how are small town & rural issues included when 
issues can be quite different? 

 Using existing targets a great idea, but how will this be enlarged to include 
GES aspirations? How is this any more green than what is already planned? 

 Streamlining the process also a great idea – how to connect with 
businesses, chambers of commerce, municipalities etc? 

 Transition to a skilled workforce important – how is this linked to existing 
or new programs for creating clean tech skill development?   

 How can we focus building local green economies as opposed to servicing 
external markets?        

General observations on how to make the strategy 
operational …  



GES: an opportunity to address construction 

We learned about the environment cost of cement which accounts for 5% of 
global carbon emissions 

there is work on low-carbon cement, including in NS 

There’s a great project in Halifax to re-use and re-purpose waste building 
materials - but what about the rest of NS? 

Greening the building codes could do a lot to create a good environment for 
low carbon construction 

11 
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 Transport in Canada represents 34% of all energy use, so it is a crucial area 
to address.  The province needs an effective low carbon transport 
network to deliver goods and people within the province.  

 Link with Health Care delivery policy – ie  does it make sense from a green 
economy perspective to have people from New Glasgow travel to Sydney for 
medical treatment?   

 Link with access to local food to markets   (lobster sandwiches example)  

GES: an opportunity to address transportation 



GES: an opportunity to address Forestry 

We learned that NS has a unique opportunity to grow large, mature, high-
quality timber 

But the prevailing model since the 1990s has been argo-forestry with short 
rotations 

Taking care of the soil and ecosystem, and allowing trees to grow longer, 
could result in a sustainable and high value forestry industry 

13 
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 EGSPA based on beliefs of interdependence of the health of the economy, 
environment and people – Netukulimk.  Food is a connector issue of all these. 

 Food – the 2 new EGSPA goals (locally produced food to be 20% of food budgets by 
2020, and 5% increase in number of local farms) need to be addressed.  Provincial 
government could: 

 Review and streamline regulatory processes for food, to make it easier to produce 
and market food locally 

 Commit to higher targets for local food budgets of publicly funding institutions 

 Review and support the infrastructure needed for local food production (e.g. local 
food hubs, storage and refrigeration needs, viable transport models ..) 

GES: an opportunity to address local food 
production  
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 NS should be known for high quality food, drink and natural resource 
products – including beer and wine 

 Such a reputation would support the tourism sector and the potential to 
create a niche market 

 Feedback from visitors to Antigonish “I thought there would be more local 
food here … I thought it would be easier to get local seafood …” 

 Single biggest challenge – distribution 

 There are alternative models that connect producers with markets such as 
OurFoodStore.com   

GES: an opportunity to address local food production  
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 Voices began eight years ago following the closure of a downtown grocery store. 
The mandate is to increase access to local food in the downtown. 

 What began as food bags from community gardens, has grown into an online 
presence at ourfoodstore.com  

 Local survey demonstrates that 94% of the community believe that access to local 
food is very important. 

 There are many policies and bureaucratic hurdles in the chain from production to 
consumption of local food that makes it difficult to increase production and 
distribution of local food.  

 Health Impact Assessments should be done to assess the potential impact on the 
well being of communities. 

Reflections from the Local Food Store   

http://ourfoodstore.com
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 The definition of Green Economy by UN Economic Programme is preferable to 
that of the TD Bank. 

 There should be more emphasis on enhancing and protecting ecosystems and 
biodiversity in NS with the lens of a green economy. 

 Include in the Focus Areas, topics that will directly protect ecosystems and 
biodiversity through careful regulations, and with initiatives to enhance 
related green businesses such as ecotourism, tourism, teaching, research, 
consulting, and sustainable harvesting. 

 NS should calculate the environmental cost to every economic activity, 
minimizing those costs and not allowing the development of any new activity 
that doesn’t keep its environmental costs close to zero. 

Reflections from Sustainable Antigonish 
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 There should be more interrelationship among the various strategies being 
developed by the province; Greener Economy, Sustainable Transportation, 
Tourism, Electricity System Review, One NS Coalition.  

 To maximize effectiveness of the four focus approaches they should be 
applied with priority action in the sectors that are Nova Scotia’s “key 
economic drivers” and those sectors that are the most significant  GHG 
emitters 

 Tourism in NS is a $2 billion industry. Making NS tourism visibly “greener” 
would make it more attractive to an increasingly environmentally-aware 
international clientele, and could open new markets for unique exports 

Reflections from Responsible Energy Action  
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“At its core, the green economy is being 
created by the demands of consumers 

and voters” 

Toward a greener economy 


